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ENGLISH AT UL LAFAYETTE 
 
If you pursue a degree in English, you get to 
take interesting courses while developing the 
communication and analytical skills that are 
essential in most careers. An education in 
English enables you to: 

 

 
An English education provides you with the 
knowledge and skills necessary for success 
in today's world. We'll work closely with 
you to help you learn the skills you need to 
be successful. We have a flexible program, 
allowing you to pursue your interests. You 

• Engage with any text closely and 
critically 

• Think analytically 
• Write and communicate effectively 
• Conduct research 
• Multitask and manage projects 
• Gain a broadened perspective of the 

world 
 

An education in English allows you to take 
courses in: 

 

can follow a general English pathway 
that provides you with a broad selection 
of courses or focus your studies by 
selecting one of our five concentrations: 
 
• Creative Writing 
• Folklore Studies 
• Linguistics 
• Literature 
• Professional Writing 

  A Bachelor of Arts in English can lead to 
careers in editing and publishing, 
advertising, marketing, public relations, 
teaching, law, management, nonprofits, 
and professional writing, among others.  
 

• Shakespeare and Chaucer 
• Creative Writing 
• Folklore and the Literature of Haunting 
• Children’s Literature and Film 
• LGBTQ Literatures and Culture 
• Feminist Rhetorics 
• Fairy Tales  
• Language and Thought 
• The Comic Tradition in British Literature  
• Black Poetry Now! 
• Document Design 
• Coming of Age in Japanese Literature and Film 
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DEGREE IN ENGLISH 
The English major at UL Lafayette includes studies in language, literature, culture, and writing. 
The English Department’s faculty have expertise in creative writing, folklore, literature, cultural 
studies, linguistics, professional writing, rhetoric, and more. They offer students a range of 
courses across the broad field of English Studies. 

As an English major you will be introduced to our five undergraduate concentrations. You can 
select a concentration and take the courses required of that concentration or decide not to focus 
your studies and take a broad selection of English Studies courses. 

In your last semester, you will take the Senior Seminar, a capstone course that allows you to 
apply your knowledge, skills, and abilities to a substantial project.  

CONCENTRATION IN CREATIVE WRITING 

Whether you want to try traditional forms or avant garde language experiments, or compose your 
own fantasy novel adventure, the creative writing concentration will provide you with the skills 
and mentoring to make your inspirations come to life on the page. 

The concentration in creative writing allows you to develop your creative voice and work. In 
classes, you will learn how producing literary writing relates to literary scholarship. 

As a student, you can explore a range of the following forms: 

• Fiction 
• Poetry 
• Creative nonfiction 
• Screenwriting 
• Drama 

A concentration in creative writing exposes you to a range of writing styles, while you explore both 
expressive and innovative uses of language. In our warm community of writers, artists, and faculty 
members, you will take the groundwork of the English major and create your own new work. 

Joining a community of writers is an important part of our program and one way to get involved 
is through our creative writing club, Ragin’ Writers, which offers workshops, readings, social 
gatherings, and more. Undergraduates are also encouraged to submit their work to the 
Southwestern Review, the University’s in-house literary journal. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONCENTRATIONS 
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CONCENTRATION IN FOLKLORE 

Folklore Studies emphasizes the discovery and understanding of human culture. Through the 
careful collection and analysis of a variety of human experiences and expressions, our Folklore 
Studies concentration is a great option for a major or minor. 

Are you interested in a career in the arts or sciences? Considering law, medicine, politics, biology, 
or anthropology? If so, a concentration in Folklore Studies is a great steppingstone toward your 
future dream job. 

Our Folklore Studies’ students are encouraged to join the Student Folklore Organization to meet 
other Folklore Studies undergraduate and graduate students. 

CONCENTRATION IN LINGUISTICS 

The Linguistics concentration will encourage you to think about language and linguistic behavior 
of all kinds. Traditional literature courses and many of your other college courses, deal with issues 
in natural language but do not focus on them. From phonetics to grammar to meaning, studying 
linguistics develops skills for recognizing and analyzing problems that arise from how natural 
languages function and how they are deployed. This concentration will also prepare you to enter 
graduate school in a variety of specialties. 

CONCENTRATION IN LITERATURE 
The Literature concentration is designed to provide you with a broad background in British and 
American literature and culture, as well as with the skills to interpret and write about texts and 
contexts. 

Many employers value the literature student’s preparation in reading and interpreting language 
perceptively, writing clearly, researching, and critical thinking. Because literary texts focus on the 
lives of our fellow humans from diverse points of view, specialists in literature are well-equipped 
to read and interpret human life and all that it encompasses. 
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CONCENTRATION IN PROFESSIONAL WRITING 

The Professional Writing program emphasizes the communication skills necessary for the 21st 
century workplace. We prepare writers to face the challenges of effectively communicating in 
workplaces that are increasingly global, digital, and virtual. The program offers you the 
opportunity to develop writing, technology, and rhetorical skills to effectively communicate in 
professional contexts. 

As a Professional Writing student, you will learn to write clear and concise text for a specific 
audience; design documents that are visually pleasing and usable; and work on teams to complete 
projects for real clients. The program emphasizes workplace writing and communication skills and 
gives you a number of opportunities to demonstrate your ability to write in a professional 
environment. By the time you graduate, you will have: 
 
• created documents for real clients 
• taken on a range of research, writing, design, and editing roles 
• completed at least one internship 
• produced a professional writing portfolio 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 
 
 
 
 

 

COURSES 

Creative 
Writing Folklore Linguistics Literature Professional Writing 

Fiction Introduction to 
Folklore 

Introduction to 
Linguistics 

American 
Literature Technical Writing 

Poetry Louisiana 
Folklore 

English 
Grammar and 
Usage 

British 
Literature Professional Writing 

Nonfiction American 
Folklore 

History of the 
English 
Language 

Ethnic 
Literatures Document Design 

Drama Folklore and 
Literature Semantics 

African 
American 
Literature 

Professional Editing 

Special Topics 
in Creative 
Writing 

Children’s 
Literature: 
Fairy Tales 

Language, 
Culture, and 
Society 

Shakespeare Special Projects: Grant 
Writing 

 Folklore 
Genres 

Investigating 
Text and Talk Milton Special Projects: 

Publishing 

  
Topics in 
Linguistics: 
Language and 
Thought 

Literary 
Theory and 
Practical 
Criticism 

Special Projects: 
Multimedia 
Storytelling 

  
Topics in 
Linguistics: 
Pragmatics 

Southern 
Literature  

   
Issues in 
Modern 
Poetry 

 

   

Major 
Literary 
Figures: Toni 
Morrison, 
Jane Austen, 
or Shirley 
Jackson 
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The English Department provides you with resources and opportunities to apply your knowledge, 
skills, and abilities to real-world projects, while still under the guidance of Faculty mentors. 
 

INTERNSHIPS 

Internships are a great way to obtain real-world work experience and offer the chance to see if a 
career path is right for you. Employers favor candidates who have some internship or on-the-job 
experience. The English Department encourages you to consider completing an internship during 
your junior or senior year. If you pursue a professional writing concentration, you will complete 
at least one internship. English majors often find internships where they can apply writing, 
storytelling, editing, and document design skills.  

RAGIN’ WRITERS 

Ragin’ Writers is an undergraduate creative writing club that aims to provide you with a creative 
outlet at UL Lafayette. The club works to create an environment where you can participate in 
creative writing outside of the classroom by collaborating or responding to writing prompts, 
receive helpful feedback on your writing, prepare creative work for potential publication, and be 
a part of the creative writing community, on campus and in Lafayette. 

As a member of Ragin’ Writers, you will get a chance to practice and receive feedback on your 
creative writing. You’ll also have the opportunity to hold leadership positions within the club, like 
President, Vice President, or Public Relations. In addition, members organize fundraisers and 
other events on campus, offering you a chance to take on a leadership role and gain valuable 
experience while connecting with other students, faculty, and staff. 
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THE SOUTHWESTERN REVIEW 

The Southwestern Review (SWR) is UL Lafayette’s in-house print literary journal, featuring creative 
work from current UL students. The SWR is produced annually by the Creative Writing Program 
under the editorship of a faculty advisor and a team of graduate and undergraduate students. 

When you work on the journal, you will gain valuable editing and publishing skills. As a student 
editor, you’ll learn to curate creative work, lay out pages for print, and collaborate with a team to 
complete a large project. You will also acquire skills in leadership, public speaking, event planning, 
and project management. 

THE STUDIO 

The Studio serves as a twenty-first century lab and small-group workspace for UL students in the 
English Department to learn, create, prosper, and transition from student to professional. The Studio 
includes computers with programs like Adobe InDesign and MS Visio, providing you with the tools 
and workspace you need to develop, design, and edit professional writing and video projects. 

You can work in The Studio as part of a professional design studio course where you’ll work with 
other students and a faculty mentor to complete projects for local nonprofits and UL programs. 
These mentored internship opportunities will allow you to work on a project from conception to 
implementation and prepare you for work experiences outside of the University. 
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If you pursue an English degree, you will have a number of opportunities to develop skills and 
abilities valued by employers. Careers no longer follow a clear path, but develop as you 
demonstrate how your particular knowledge, skills, and abilities fit particular roles. An English 
degree prepares you for a number of jobs by providing you with opportunities to develop core 
writing, research, analytical, oral communication, collaboration, project management, and critical 
thinking skills. 

EMPLOYERS EXPECT ENGLISH GRADUATES TO: 

 

1. be intellectually curious  2. be able to efficiently extract meaning 
from text 

 

3. write well  4. understand people and their 
motivations 

  
UL Lafayette graduates with English degrees have successfully translated these skills and abilities 
into jobs and eventually careers. They report the following skills as most relevant to their jobs: 
 

Research  

Writing 
Editing 

Oral Communication 
Social Media 

  
 Microsoft Office 

Leadership 

Teaching/Training 
Management 

Customer Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My employer was very excited to 
have someone with writing skills.” 

 – Michelle Noel 
Assistant Escrow Officer  

(Professional Writing) 

“My time at UL Lafayette helped me 
develop interests and knowledge in a 

wide array of areas, making me a 
versatile job candidate.”  

– Amanda Estrada, Personal Banker  
(Professional Writing) 

CAREERS 



 10 
 

 
 

RECENT UL LAFAYETTE ALUMNI WITH DEGREES IN 
ENGLISH ARE WORKING IN: 

Publishing  

Media and Communication  

Business and Industry  

Education  

Nonprofits  

 Arts and Culture 

 Government 

 Sales and Marketing 

 
Legal 

 

 
Below you will find a few examples of positions open to English majors. Most of these positions 
are entry-level, which means they may serve as a first step for you to gain experience and define 
your own career path.  
 

PUBLISHING 

Copyeditor Intern Editorial Assistant 

If you are creative and attentive to detail, you might find an opportunity in the publishing 
industry. To break into a career in publishing you will have to build relevant experience.  

You could intern with a publisher, take on a number of roles with a small press, and/or work as a 
freelance editor to gain the experience necessary to land a good publishing job.  

To prepare for a career in publishing take courses in editing, publishing, and grammar, and 
volunteer to work for the Southwestern Review. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“UL Lafayette’s English program gave me 
the foundation for career success as well as 
paved the way for me to acquire freelance 

clients and learn new skills, such as 
coding, editing, and design.” – Alyson 

Keenze, Marketing Copywriter 
(Professional Writing) 

“I couldn’t ask for a more rewarding job. I 
am continuously educating myself on 

wine by visiting vineyards, reading books, 
and seeking advice from my supervisors.” 
– Samantha Yrle, Assistant Manager/Sales 

Consultant 
(Professional Writing) 
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MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION 
Content Writer  Editorial Assistant  Editorial Director 

 
If you like researching and 
writing about new topics, 
you could be suited to work 
as a Content Writer for: 
 

• blog posts 
• whitepapers 
• case studies 
• other research-based 

content 
 

Starting out as a Content 
Writer can lead to a job as a 
Content Marketing Manager, 
Content Editor, or Editorial 
Director. To prepare to be a 
content writer, take a course 
in technical writing or 
professional writing. 
 

 

 
If you are detail oriented and 
attentive to language issues, 
you could be suited to work as 
an Editorial Assistant. You 
could help manage the content 
production process by: 
 

• conducting research 
• fact-checking 
• writing content 
• proofreading 
 

You can find these positions 
with magazines, newspapers, 
and other publications. To 
prepare for a position as an 
editor, take courses in editing 
and grammar. 

 

 
If you’ve demonstrated 
leadership and editing 
experience, you could be an 
Editorial Director. You could 
help mentor and manage in-
house writers, manage 
content calendars, and 
develop content strategies. 
Editorial Directors must have 
exceptional writing and 
editing skills and enjoy 
delivering and receiving 
constructive feedback. Starting 
out as an Editorial Assistant 
can lead to a job as an Editorial 
Director. 

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 
Internal Communications 

Specialist 
 Technical Writer  UX Writer 

 
If you can write well and 
organize information effectively, 
organizations need you to 
manage their internal 
messaging. You could produce 
communications such as: 
 

• emails 
• newsletters 
• training programs 
• websites 
• social media content 
• presentations 
• speeches 

  
If you can clearly and concisely 
explain complex information, 
you could be suited to work as 
a Technical Writer. You could 
compose: 
 

• manuals 
• tutorials 
• frequently asked questions 

(FAQs) 
• website help sections 
• other product or service-

related documentation 
 

Because Technical Writers must 
thoroughly understand the 
subject matter they write about, 
they are often candidates for sales 
and managerial positions. To 
prepare for a technical writing job, 
take courses in technical writing 
and professional writing. 
 

  
If you have a knack for 
explaining things in simple 
terms, you would do well as a 
UX Writer. UX Writers write 
with the user’s experience in 
mind. They are the 
“wordsmiths” in a team of 
designers, and like a poet they 
must be attentive to every 
word they produce. Work as 
an editor can lead to a position 
as a UX Writer.  
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EDUCATION  

EFL Teacher High School Teacher Higher Education 
Support Staff 

Community College or 
University Instructor 

 
If you are interested in 
traveling, consider 
working in a language 
school. International 
language schools and 
government programs 
like the Peace Corps or 
the JET Program (Japan) 
hire English majors to 
teach English as a 
Foreign Language 
(EFL). UL Lafayette 
English majors have 
traveled the world 
teaching English. To 
prepare to teach EFL, 
take courses in 
linguistics. 
 

 
An English degree 
provides you with an 
understanding of 
literature and academic 
writing that some high 
schools value. You can 
find private schools and 
education corporations, 
like Teach for America, 
that will allow you to 
begin teaching without a 
state certification.  

 
If you have a BA in 
English, you can find 
staff positions on 
university campuses. A 
number of university 
offices are in need of 
workers who can 
communicate effectively.  

 
If you want to teach higher 
education, you must get at 
least a master’s degree. If 
you demonstrate you are 
capable of exceptional 
work as an undergraduate 
majoring in English, you 
will have opportunities to 
pursue an MA in English. 
With an MA in English, 
you can work as an 
instructor at a community 
college or in some 
instances at a university. 

NONPROFITS 
Fundraiser Grant Writer Event Planner 

 
If you are creative and have strong communication and fundraising skills, there is a nonprofit that 
wants your services. Nonprofit organizations value workers who can write grants and marketing 
content and can plan and organize projects and events. Find a nonprofit you support and volunteer 
to open the door to a better opportunity.  
 

ARTS AND CULTURE 
Grant Writer 

 
If you are a good writer with artistic sensibilities, you could be a Grant Writer for an arts and culture 
organization. Grant Writers explain to funding agents the impact increased resources will have on 
the organization and its mission. To prepare for a grant writing job, take courses in professional 
writing and grant writing.  
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GOVERNMENT 
Communications Officer 

 
If you can write persuasively and have good oral communication skills, you could be a 
Communications Officer for government officials. Government offices need writers and 
communication specialists to write press releases, develop messages, prepare presentations, and 
write speeches. You could get started as a Communications Officer by taking a temporary position 
in local government or with a political candidate.  
 

SALES AND MARKETING 
Account Executive Copywriter Social Media Coordinator 

 
If you are organized and have 
good written and oral 
communication skills, you 
could be suited to work in sales 
or client relations. Account 
Executive is one of the most 
common job titles in the sales 
field. Account Executives often 
identify potential clients and 
manage relationships with 
current ones. Similar job titles: 
 

• Sales Consultant 
• Sales Representative 
• Account Manager 

 
If you have a knack for telling 
persuasive stories, you could 
write the text for 
advertisements or publicity 
material. Copywriters work 
with marketers to craft product 
and brand messages. You could 
write compelling copy for 
brochures, catalogs, and 
websites.  
 

 
If you are a skilled writer and 
designer, you could create 
social media campaigns for an 
organization. Social Media 
Coordinators support an 
organization’s mission by 
creating compelling content for 
social media channels. You 
could: 
 

• create a social media plan 
• write and design social media 

posts 
• manage multiple social media 

accounts 
• analyze the results of your 

efforts 
 

LEGAL 
Paralegal Lawyer 

 
If you are detail oriented and interested in the legal 
system, you may be suited for a position as a 
paralegal. Paralegals support lawyers by conducting 
research, filing paperwork, and reviewing 
documents. Many people work as paralegals before 
or while studying to become a lawyer. 

 
If you are interested in going to law school, you 
should major in English. Your English 
coursework will help you develop the 
foundational skills needed to excel in legal work. 
Students who can write well, construct 
arguments, and analyze complex texts have 
critical skills needed for law school. Lawyers 
must be good writers in order to compose 
contracts, memos, legal documentation, and 
courtroom arguments.  
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For additional information about UL Lafayette, the English 
department, or our courses, learn more at: 

www.english.louisiana.edu  

Follow Us on: 
 

 

  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ULEnglishDept 

 

 

 

 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/ulenglishdept 
 

 

 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/ULEnglishDept 

Contact Us at: 
 

Department of English 
P.O. Box 43719, Lafayette LA 70504 

H.L. Griffin Hall, Room 221 
english@louisiana.edu 

(337) 482-6908 
 
 

LEARN MORE 


